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Appendix A: IRB Submission  
 
IRB Exempt Form 
Project Title: The Effects of Interlocutors on Student Performance on Constructed Dialogue 
Tasks Assessing Primary Phrase Stress Production 
 
1.1 Responsible Project Investigator.  The RPI must be a non-visiting member of UIUC faculty 
or staff who will serve as project supervisor at UIUC.  Students, interns, post-doctoral 
researchers, and visiting faculty from other campuses may not serve as RPI, but should be listed 
as investigators, if applicable. 
Last Name:  Davidson First Name: Fred Academic Degrees: Ph.D 
Dept. or Unit:  Linguistics Office Address:   Mail Code:   
Street Address:   City:   Zip Code:   
Phone:   Fax:   E-mail:   
UIUC Status (please mark one):  Non-visiting member of      X Faculty                   Staff 
1.2 Investigators.  Please list: All investigators who are different from the RPI, including those 
from other institutions.   Include all persons who will be directly responsible for the project’s 
design or implementation, the consent process, data collection, data analysis, or follow-up.    
Last Name:  Boyd First Name:  Ryan Academic Degrees:  BA 
Dept. or Unit:  Linguistics Office Address:   Mail Code:   
Street Address:   City:  Zip Code:   
Phone:   Fax:   E-mail:   
 
UIUC Affiliation (please mark one):   Faculty                Staff              X Student  
                                        Visiting Scholar         Non-UIUC Affiliate of  (Institution)  
1.3 Please review the 2 categories of exemption listed below and indicate the category or 
categories that apply to your research. (Note: Exemptions do NOT apply for prisoners, or 
for research that specifically targets persons who are cognitively impaired or persons who 
are economically or educationally disadvantaged.) 
 
  1. Research conducted in established or commonly accepted educational settings, involving 
normal educational practices, such as: research on regular and special education instructional  
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strategies, or research on the effectiveness of or the comparison among instructional techniques, 
curricula, or classroom management methods. 
 X   2. Research involving the use of educational tests  (cognitive, diagnostic, aptitude, 
achievement), survey procedures (paper or web-based questionnaires, reading of words and 
phrases [examples included with application], oral description of pictures [examples need to be 
included with application], retellings of stories or other facts of common knowledge [e.g., Little 
Red Riding Hood], interview procedures (guided interviews [questionnaire or list of topics 
included with application]; guided interactions between two or more speakers, free conversations 
[with the subjects’ stated right to have the entirety or any part of their conversation be 
excluded]), or observation of public behavior (e.g., recordings from publicly-broadcasted 
internet, radio, and television, publicly available corpora, etc.), unless:  
 
information obtained is recorded in such a manner that human subjects can be identified, directly 
or through identifiers linked to the subjects; and any disclosure of the human subjects' responses 
outside the research could reasonably place the subjects at risk of criminal or civil liability or be 
damaging to the subjects' financial standing, employability, or reputation.  
 
Note:  This category does not apply to the following types of research involving children: 
surveys, interviews, and observations of public behavior when the investigator is a participant in 
the activities being observed. 
 
Note for researchers collecting audio/video data: Researchers who collect any such data 
need to specify in the application and in the consent form the duration for which the data 
will be kept and who will have access to it. The subjects must also be told explicitly that 
they can ask to have any recording be deleted and thereby excluded from the study. In 
addition, the consent form needs to have separate consent for a) playing the data at 
conferences, b) publishing the data (if is to be published, the consent form needs to explain 
how the data will be published).  Data can only be published for not-for profit purposes. 
If the proposed research does not qualify in any of these categories, please complete the IRB 1 
application form at www.irb.uiuc.edu. 
 
2. Research Summary.  In layman’s language, please summarize the objectives and significance 
of the research. 
 
The objectives of the research are to: 
1) Identify the effects of interlocutor performance on test taker response in constructed dialogue 
tasks 
 
2) Determine whether performance training can improve the validity of constructed dialogue 
tasks designed to test primary phrase stress usage in American English 
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Significance of the research 
 
1) The research will contribute to the body of knowledge on improving the validity of testing 
second language speaking   
2 a) The research seeks to improve the validity of the Oral English Placement Test 
 
3. Participants. Describe who will participate in this research and how these persons will be 
recruited. 
 
The participants will be incoming University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign students who are 
required to take the Oral English Placement Test and are at least 18 years of age.  The 
participants must not have previously taken the Oral English Placement Test. 
 
Participants will be recruited via an advertisement on the English Placement Test webpage and 
email from the English Placement Test research assistant to students registered for the Oral 
English Placement.   
 
The recruitment email is attached. 
An incentive will be advertised.  The incentive is that students will be able to experience the 
testing conditions of the Oral English Placement Test by participating in this study prior to 
taking the actual Oral English Placement Test. 
 
4. Research Procedures.  Specifically describe what the participants will do and where the 
activities will take place. Outline the approximate dates and durations for specific activities, 
including the total number of treatments, visits, or meetings required and the total time 
commitment.  
 
Please include a copy of each of your measures as attachments. 
 
Through the recruiting process, participants will be directed to contact the investigator and 
request one of the designated meeting times. 
 
The participants will meet with the test administrator on the main campus of University of 
Illinois.  They will be asked to sign a consent form.  Each consent form will be given a number. 
Participants will then be asked to complete a questionnaire about the language background.  The 
questionnaire will be given a number corresponding to the number on the consent form. 
 
The language questionnaire is attached.  
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Participants will meet individually with the test administrator (interlocutor).  A participant will 
engage in a constructed dialogue task.  The interlocutor will read his designated line in the 
dialogue and the participant will read his designated response line for each item.  Each 
participant will meet for one session lasting approximately 20 minutes.  Each session will be 
audio recorded. 
 
5. Data Collection.  Please explain how confidentiality will be maintained during and after data 
collection. If appropriate, address confidentiality of data collected via e-mail, web interfaces, 
computer servers and other networked information. 
 
The test administrator will ask the student to present a student ID card and compare the ID card 
with the participant schedule to verify the participant's identity for test scheduling purposes.   
It is possible that someone may recognize the voice of a participant in a recording.  Therefore, 
the following confidentiality measures will be taken to protect participant data. 
 
Confidentiality will be maintained in that personally identifiable information of the participants 
will not be recorded during audio recorded parts of the session (i.e. only the constructed dialogue 
task will be recorded in which participants and interlocutors read a script).   
Scoring sheets, audio recordings, and language questionnaires will be given a number to 
correspond to the numbered consent forms.  Recordings will be stored in password-protected, 
secure server for two years, and backed up in a locked case to which only the investigator has the 
key and stored in a locked room. 
 
6.  Consent Process Describe when and where voluntary consent will be obtained, how often, by 
whom, and from whom. Attach copies of all consent forms (as well as assent forms for those 
under age 18 if any). 
 
Consent forms will be distributed to each participant by the test the test administrator prior to the 
start of each participant's session. Participant consent forms are attached. 
 
7.  Dissemination of Results.  What is (are) the proposed form(s) of dissemination (e.g., journal 
article, thesis, academic paper, conference presentation, sharing within the industry or 
profession, etc.)?   
The proposed forms of dissemination are: 
1) Thesis 
2) Conference presentation 
3) Journal article 
4) Sharing within the profession 
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8.  Individually identifiable information.  Will any individually identifiable information, 
including images of subjects, be published, shared, or otherwise disseminated?  Please mark the 
appropriate box below. 
 X   Yes   
  No 
Note:  If yes, subjects must provide explicit consent or assent for such dissemination.  Provide 
appropriate options on the relevant consent documents. 
 
Consent Form 
AGREEMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH (participants) 
Responsible Project Investigators: Fred Davidson 
Investigator: Ryan Boyd 
Departments of Linguistics 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
707 S. Mathews Ave., Urbana, IL  61801, USA 
Purpose of this Language Test Research 
The purpose of this study is to learn how a test giver can affect a test takers performance on a 
speaking test.  You must be an international student required to take the Oral English Placement 
Test.  You must not have previously taken the Oral English Placement Test.  You must be 18 
years of age or older. 
 
What You Will Be Expected to Do 
If you agree to participate in this research, you will complete: (1) a language background 
questionnaire in which you will provide information about your language learning experience 
(approx. 5 min.); (2) an interview in which you will be required to read lines in a dialogue with a 
test giver (approx. 15 min.).  The interview will be audio recorded. 
 
Your Rights to Confidentiality 
The obtained data will be treated with absolute confidentiality. You will be given a number to 
conceal your actual identity.   No information will be released that could reveal your identity. All 
the data will be stored in a secure location and only the responsible project investigators and the 
investigator will have continuous access to them.  
 
Your Rights to Withdraw at Any Time 
Your participation in this research is voluntary. You may withdraw from it or discontinue 
participation at any time, and you may require that your data be destroyed, without any 
consequences. The decision to participate, decline, or withdraw from participation will have no 
effect with your future relations with the University of Illinois nor will it affect your score on any 
test administered by the University of Illinois. 
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Benefits and Possible Risks 
The benefits to you are that you can experience the Oral English Placement Test before taking 
the real test. Your participation also benefits the field of language testing and can help improve 
the Oral English Placement Test.  To our knowledge, there are no risks or discomforts involved 
in this research beyond those found in everyday life.  
 
Dissemination 
This research may be disseminated in conferences, and it may be published in conference 
proceedings and journal articles.  Your name will be kept confidential, but it is possible that 
someone may recognize your voice  from the recording.  Do you allow the RPI and the 
investigator to play your recording during conferences as an anonymous participant?                              
Yes  1  No 1 
 
Your Rights to Ask Questions at Any Time 
You may ask questions about the research at any time by emailing the responsible project 
investigator at (email redacted). If you have any questions about your rights as a participant in 
this study, please contact the University of Illinois Institutional Review Board at (phone number 
redacted) (you may call collect) or via email at (email redacted).  
 
Giving Consent to Participate 
By signing the consent form, you certify that you are 18 years of age or older, that you have read 
and understand the above, that you have been given satisfactory answers to any questions about 
the research, and that you have been advised that you are free to withdraw your consent and to 
discontinue participation in the research at any time, without any prejudice.  
Participant: I have read and understand the above information, and voluntarily agree to 
participate in this research. 
        
Name (printed)
 
             
Signature            Date 
Please keep one copy for your records and return the other copy to the researcher. 
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Recruitment Email 
This email is sent from the EPT research assistant. 
[Subject] English Placement Test (EPT) Practice opportunity. 
 
Are you nervous about taking the EPT this semester?  Good news, there is an opportunity for you 
to practice a section of the Oral English Placement Test. 
 
By participating in research study on Phase II of the oral English Placement Test, you will be 
able to experience the testing conditions before you take the real test. 
 
Your participation in this study is voluntary and will not affect your EPT score.   
 
You must meet the following conditions to participate. 
-You must be an international student required to take the Oral English Placement Test 
-You must not have previously taken the Oral English Placement Test 
-You must be 18 years of age or older 
 
Contact Ryan Boyd at: (email redacted) to schedule an appointment. 
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Language Background Questionnaire 
A.  General Information 
1. Sex:    £ F          £ M  
2. Age:   
3. Do you have vision or hearing problems?   
4. University year:    1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 £ Undergrad  £ Graduate  £ Post Doctoral      £ Others 
5. If you checked “others”specify: 
________________________________________________________  
6. Major:   
B.  Known Languages and Uses 
1. Native language:   Dialect:   
2. Mother’s native language:   Dialect:   
3. Father’s native language:  Dialect:   
4. Language(s) spoken at home during childhood:   
5. Country of residence during childhood:   
6. Did you ever attend a school which taught in a language other than your native language?   
 If so when and in which language?  
______________________________________________________________ 
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7. Other language(s) that you know and proficiency levels 
Language Reading Writing Speaking Listening 
English £ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
£ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
£ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
£ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
  _ _ _ _ _ _ £ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
£ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
£ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
£ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
  _ _ _ _ _ _ £ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
£ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
£ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
£ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
_ _ _ _ _ _ £ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
£ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
£ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
£ Beginner 
£ Intermediate 
£ Advanced 
£ Near-native 
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Figures 
Figure 17: IRB approval letter.  This figure shows that the research met IRB regulations. 
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Appendix B: Test Specification 
 
General Description 
 The rater and examinee will read their respective turn(s) of each dialogue twice. The rater 
is expected to read the context of the dialogue. The prompts are printed in the oral component of 
the EPT interview sheet. The prompts consist of seven dialogues which may be found in 
examinees’ daily lives. Each dialogue asks the examinee to take one or two turns within the 
length of each dialogue. 
Prompt Attributes V1 
(Redacted to maintain test security) 
Prompt Attributes V2 
(Redacted to maintain test security) 
Prompt Attributes V3 
(Redacted to maintain test security) 
Variables 
 This test is designed to determine if the way in which the interlocutor performs his lines 
can affect student test performance.  The two types of interlocutor performance are an "in 
character" performance referred to as experimental conditions and a "reading aloud" 
performance referred to as control conditions.  In order to obtain a similar amount of data for 
each variable, approximately 50% of participants should be tested with the "in character" 
performance and the other 50% should be tested with the "reading aloud" performance. 
 The "in character" performance requires the interlocutor to read the scripted dialogue in a 
way such that the interlocutor assumes the role of a person actually in the situation presented in 
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the task.  As a result the lines should be read with more contextualized emotion, emotion that 
emerges from the rater adopting the role presented in the task context.  Characteristics of such 
emotion may include dramatic pitch changes, extended pauses, and meaningful word stress 
assignment.  Because each dialogue and context is unique, the same experimental conditions 
cannot be applied to each task.  The focus should be on making the "in character" performance 
distinct from the "reading aloud" performance.   
 The "reading aloud" performance requires that the interlocutor read the scripted dialogue 
lines without assuming the role of a person actually in the situation presented in the task.  Instead 
the rater maintains the identity of a rater and reads the script aloud without contextualized  
emotion.  As a result, there should be no special emphasis other than those resulting from the 
basic phonological rules of English used in the United States in order to make this performance 
distinct from the experimental conditions. 
Item 1 
Guiding Language V1 
This item tests… [1] 
 
Guiding Language V2 
This item tests primary phrase stress use in contradiction with non-modal auxiliaries [1]. 
 
Guiding Language V3 
The experimental item tests primary phrase stress use in contradiction with non-modal auxiliaries 
[1].  Under experimental conditions the examiner script should be spoken at a high pitch from 
the beginning and transition to a low pitch by the end of the script.   
 82 
 
 
Experimental V1 
I am confused about your food preference. 
E. I thought you didn’t like the taste of fish. 
I. Actually, I [1] don’t like the taste of fish. 
 
Experimental V2 
I am confused about your job status. 
E. I thought you were being promoted. 
I. Actually, I [1] have been promoted. 
 
Operational Task 
(Redacted to maintain test security) 
Item 5 
Guiding Language V1 
This item tests contrast among three parallel phrases requiring two primary stresses per phrase 
[2-7], … [8], and stress and intonation of one yes/no question [9-10]. 
 
Guiding Language V2 
This item tests contrast among three parallel phrases requiring two primary stresses per phrase 
[2-7], stress of a contrast in a parallel phrase using one true-question tag [8], and the intonation 
of a confirmation tag [9]. 
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Guiding Language V3 
The experimental item tests contrast among three parallel phrases requiring two primary stresses 
per phrase [2-7], and the stress of a contrast in a parallel phrase using one true-question tag [8].  
Under experimental conditions the examiner script requires vowel lengthening on why. 
 
Operational Task 
(Redacted to maintain test security) 
 
Experimental V1 
Family members are preparing dinner. 
E. Why are you chopping so many vegetables? 
I. I’m looking forward to a delicious meal.  I’ve got [2] lettuce for [3] salad, [4] peppers for [5] 
seasoning, and [6] carrots for making it [7] healthy.  It’s not [8] that many, [9] is [10] 
(rising 
intonation)
 it?   
 
Experimental V2 
Family members are preparing dinner. 
E. Why are you chopping so many vegetables? 
I. I’m looking forward to a delicious meal.  I’ve got [2] lettuce for [3] salad, [4] peppers for [5] 
seasoning, and [6] carrots for making it [7] healthy.  It’s not that many, [8] is [9] 
(rising intonation)
 it?   
 
Guiding Language V3 
Family members are preparing dinner. 
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E. Why are you chopping so many vegetables? 
I. I’m looking forward to a delicious meal.  I’ve got [2] lettuce for [3] salad, [4] peppers for [5] 
seasoning, and [6] carrots for making it [7] healthy.  It’s not that many, [8] is it? 
Item 6 
Guiding Language V1 
This item tests the stress and intonation of one repetition question [11-12] and the stress and 
intonation of one narrowing question [13-14]. 
 
Guiding Language V2 
This item tests the stress and intonation of one repetition question [10-11] and the stress and 
intonation of one narrowing question [12-13]. 
 
Guiding Language V3 
The experimental item tests the stress and intonation of one repetition question [9-10] and the 
stress and intonation of one narrowing question [11-12].  Under experimental conditions the 
examiner should speak three and cheeseburgers loud and slow with a pause between the two 
words in both of parts of the examiner's script. 
 
Operational Task 
(Redacted to maintain test security) 
 
Experimental V1 
Office workers after fall break 
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E. I ate an entire turkey last week. 
I. [11] What did you [12] 
(rising intonation)
 eat? 
E. An entire turkey, one of my brothers prepared it. 
I. [13] Which [14] (falling intonation) brother? 
 
Experimental V2 
Office workers chatting after the weekend 
E. I ate three cheeseburgers yesterday. 
I. [10] What did you [11] 
(rising intonation)
 eat? 
E. Three cheeseburgers, one of my brothers made them. 
I. [12] Which [13] (falling intonation) brother? 
 
Experimental V3 
Office workers chatting after the weekend 
E. I ate three cheeseburgers yesterday. 
I. [9] What did you [10] 
(rising intonation)
 eat? 
E. Three cheeseburgers.  One of my brothers made them. 
I. [11] Which [12] (falling intonation) brother? 
Item 7 
Guiding Language V1 
This item tests the stress and intonation of one choice question [15-18], stress on an answer to a 
choice question [19], and stress on new information on a non-final content word [20]. 
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Guiding Language V2 
This item tests the stress and intonation of one choice question [14-17], stress on an answer to a 
choice question [18], and stress on new information on a non-final content word [19]. 
 
Guiding Language V3 
The experimental item tests the stress and intonation of one choice question [13-16], stress on an 
answer to a choice question [17], and stress on new information on a non-final content word 
[18].  Under experimental conditions let's watch a movie tonight should be spoken quickly and 
include vowel lengthening on the last syllable, night.  The examiner's second scripted line should 
be spoken with a lengthening on the first I. 
 
Operational Task 
(Redacted to maintain test security) 
 
Experimental V1 
Two friends are planning a get-together 
E. Let’s watch a movie tonight. 
I. Alright, do you want to watch a [15] scary [16] 
(rising intonation)
 movie or [17] funny [18] (falling 
intonation) movie? 
E. I don’t mind.  I can watch either.  What about you? 
I. [19] Funny movies are the best because those movies are more [20] entertaining than scary 
ones. 
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Experimental V2 
Two friends are planning a get-together 
E. Let’s watch a movie tonight. 
I. Alright, do you want to watch a [14] scary [15] 
(rising intonation)
 movie or [16] funny [17] (falling 
intonation) movie? 
E. I don’t mind.  I can watch either.  What about you? 
I. [18] Funny movies are the best. That's because the funny ones are more [19] entertaining the 
than scary ones. 
 
Experimental V3 
Two friends are planning a get-together 
E. Let’s watch a movie tonight. 
I. Alright, do you want to watch a [13] scary [14] 
(rising intonation)
 movie or [15] funny [16] (falling 
intonation) movie? 
E. I don’t care.  I can watch either.  What about you? 
I. [17] Funny movies are the best. That's because the funny ones are more [18] entertaining the 
than scary ones. 
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Appendix C: Experimental Test 
 
Rater Instructions: Each of the following items is part of a conversation.  I will read the 
first part.  You will read the second part.  Make your responses smooth and natural.  Let’s 
read each conversation twice. 
 
1.  I am confused about your job status. 
 
I say. I thought you were being promoted. 
 
You say. Actually, I [1] have been promoted. 
 
 
2.  Family members are preparing dinner. 
 
I say. Why are you chopping so many vegetables? 
 
You say. I’m looking forward to a delicious meal.  I’ve got [2] lettuce for [3] salad, [4] peppers  
 
for [5] seasoning, and [6] carrots for making it [7] healthy.  It’s not that many, [8] is it? 
 
 
3.  Office workers chatting after the weekend 
 
I say. I ate three cheeseburgers yesterday. 
 
You say. [9] What did you [10] eat? 
 
I say. Three cheeseburgers.  One of my brothers made them. 
 
You say. [11] Which [12] brother? 
 
 
4.  Two friends are planning a get-together 
 
I say. Let’s watch a movie tonight. 
 
You say. Alright, do you want to watch a [13] scary [14] movie or [15] funny [16] movie? 
 
I say. I don’t care.  I can watch either.  What about you? 
 
You say. [17] Funny movies are the best. That's because the funny ones are more [18]  
 
entertaining than the scary ones. 
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Participant Instructions: Each of the following items is part of a conversation.  I will read 
the first part.  You will read the second part.  Make your responses smooth and natural. 
Let’s read each conversation twice. 
 
1.  I am confused about your job status. 
 
Examiner: I thought you were being promoted. 
 
You say: Actually, I have been promoted. 
 
 
 
2.  Family members are preparing dinner. 
 
Examiner: Why are you chopping so many vegetables? 
 
You say: I’m looking forward to a delicious meal.  I’ve got lettuce for salad, peppers for  
 
seasoning, and carrots for making it healthy.  It’s not that many, is it? 
 
 
 
3.  Office workers chatting after the weekend 
 
Examiner: I ate three cheeseburgers yesterday. 
 
You say: What did you eat? 
 
Examiner: Three cheeseburgers.  One of my brothers made them. 
 
You say: Which brother? 
 
 
4.  Two friends are planning a get-together 
 
Examiner: Let’s watch a movie tonight. 
 
You say: Alright, do you want to watch a scary movie or funny movie? 
 
Examiner: I don’t care.  I can watch either.  What about you? 
 
You say: Funny movies are the best. That's because the funny ones are more entertaining than 
 
the scary ones. 
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Appendix D: Linguistic Foci in Context 
 
1.  Task: I am confused about your job status. 
 
I say. I thought you were being promoted. 
 
You say. Actually, I [1] have been promoted. 
 
 
 
2.  Task: Family members are preparing dinner. 
 
I say. Why are you chopping so many vegetables? 
 
You say. I’m looking forward to a delicious meal.  I’ve got [2] lettuce for [3] salad, [4] peppers  
 
for [5] seasoning, and [6] carrots for making it [7] healthy.  It’s not that many, [8] is it? 
 
 
 
3.  Task: Office workers chatting after the weekend 
 
I say. I ate three cheeseburgers yesterday. 
 
You say. [9] What did you [10] eat? 
 
I say. Three cheeseburgers.  One of my brothers made them. 
 
You say. [11] Which [12] brother? 
 
 
 
4.  Task: Two friends are planning a get-together 
 
I say. Let’s watch a movie tonight. 
 
You say. Alright, do you want to watch a [13] scary [14] movie or [15] funny [16] movie? 
 
I say. I don’t care.  I can watch either.  What about you? 
 
You say. [17] Funny movies are the best. That's because the funny ones are more [18]  
 
entertaining than the scary ones. 
1. Contradiction: Target 
1 
2. Contrasts among parallel phrases: Targets 2-7 
3. True tag question: Target 8 
4. Repetition question: Targets 9 and 10 
5. Narrowing question: Targets 11 and 12 
6. Choice question: Targets 13-16 
7. Answer to a choice question: Target 17 
8. New information: Target 18 
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Target # MEAN Linguistic Focus (Atom) MEAN Task # (Atom) MEAN
1 0.13 Contradiction 0.13 Job search 0.13
2 0.35
3 0.48
4 0.39
5 0.48
6 0.39
7 0.48
8 0.65 True tag questions 0.65
9 0.30
10 0.26
11 0.52
12 0.48
13 0.26
14 0.30
15 0.30
16 0.43
17 0.70
Answer to a choice 
question 0.70
18 0.52 New information 0.52
Choice question 0.33
Control Group (Atom)
Contrasts among parallel 
phrases 0.43 Preparing 
dinner 0.46
Repetition question 0.28
Office workers 
chatting 0.39Narrowing question 0.50
Planning a get-
together 0.42  
Figure 19.  Control group atomic level target, linguistic focus, and task mean difficulty. 
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Target # MEAN Linguistic Focus (Atom) MEAN Task # (Atom) MEAN
1 0.17 Contradiction 0.17 Job search 0.17
2 0.38
3 0.46
4 0.42
5 0.50
6 0.42
7 0.75
8 0.58 True tag questions 0.58
9 0.29
10 0.50
11 0.71
12 0.58
13 0.54
14 0.58
15 0.33
16 0.29
17 0.92
Answer to a choice 
question 0.92
18 0.63 New information 0.63
Experimental Group (Atom)
0.50
0.52
0.55
Contrasts among parallel 
phrases
Repetition question
Narrowing question
Choice question
0.49
0.40
0.65
0.44
Preparing 
dinner
Office workers 
chatting
Planning a get-
together  
Figure 23.  Experimental group atomic level target, linguistic focus, and task mean difficulty.  
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Control Group not Required to take Phase II (Atom) 
Target 
# MEAN Linguistic Focus (Atom) MEAN 
Task # 
(Atom) MEAN 
1 0.23 Contradiction 0.23 Job search 0.23 
2 0.46 
Contrasts among parallel 
phrases 0.63 
Preparing 
dinner 0.63 
3 0.69 
4 0.54 
5 0.69 
6 0.54 
7 0.62 
8 0.85 True tag questions 0.85 
9 0.38 
Repetition question 0.42 Office 
workers 
chatting 0.56 
10 0.46 
11 0.69 
Narrowing question 0.69 12 0.69 
13 0.31 
Choice question 0.37 
Planning a 
get-together 0.44 
14 0.38 
15 0.38 
16 0.38 
17 0.77 
Answer to a choice 
question 0.77 
18 0.38 New information 0.38 
 
Figure 27.  Control group not required to take phase II atomic level target, linguistic focus, and task mean difficulty.  
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Control Group Required to take Phase II(Atom) 
Target 
# MEAN Linguistic Focus (Atom) MEAN Task # (Atom) MEAN 
1 0.00 Contradiction 0.00 Job search 0.00 
2 0.20 
Contrasts among parallel 
phrases 0.22 Preparing 
dinner 0.24 
3 0.20 
4 0.20 
5 0.20 
6 0.20 
7 0.30 
8 0.40 True tag questions 0.40 
9 0.20 
Repetition question 0.10 
Office workers 
chatting 0.18 
10 0.00 
11 0.30 
Narrowing question 0.25 12 0.20 
13 0.20 
Choice question 0.28 
Planning a get-
together 0.40 
14 0.20 
15 0.20 
16 0.50 
17 0.60 
Answer to a choice 
question 0.60 
18 0.70 New information 0.70 
 
Figure 31.  Control group required to take phase II atomic level target, linguistic focus, and task mean difficulty. 
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Experimental Group not Required to take Phase II (Atom) 
Target 
# MEAN Linguistic Focus (Atom) MEAN Task # (Atom) MEAN 
1 0.17 Contradiction 0.17 Job search 0.17 
2 0.50 
Contrasts among parallel 
phrases 0.56 Preparing 
dinner 0.55 
3 0.50 
4 0.50 
5 0.58 
6 0.50 
7 0.75 
8 0.50 True tag questions 0.50 
9 0.25 
Repetition question 0.46 
Office workers 
chatting 0.60 
10 0.67 
11 0.75 
Narrowing question 0.75 12 0.75 
13 0.58 
Choice question 0.46 
Planning a get-
together 0.57 
14 0.67 
15 0.33 
16 0.25 
17 0.92 
Answer to a choice 
question 0.92 
18 0.67 New information 0.67 
 
Figure 35.  Experimental group not required to take phase II atomic level target, linguistic focus, and task mean 
difficulty. 
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Experimental Group Required to take Phase II(Atom) 
Target 
# MEAN Linguistic Focus (Atom) MEAN Task # (Atom) MEAN 
1 0.17 Contradiction 0.17 Job search 0.17 
2 0.25 
Contrasts among parallel 
phrases 0.42 Preparing 
dinner 0.45 
3 0.42 
4 0.33 
5 0.42 
6 0.33 
7 0.75 
8 0.67 True tag questions 0.67 
9 0.33 
Repetition question 0.33 
Office workers 
chatting 0.44 
10 0.33 
11 0.67 
Narrowing question 0.54 12 0.42 
13 0.50 
Choice question 0.42 
Planning a get-
together 0.53 
14 0.50 
15 0.33 
16 0.33 
17 0.92 
Answer to a choice 
question 0.92 
18 0.58 New information 0.58 
 
Figure 39.  Experimental group required to take phase II atomic level target, linguistic focus, and task mean 
difficulty. 
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Target    
1 0.04 
2 0.03 
3 -0.02 
4 0.03 
5 0.02 
6 0.03 
7 0.27 
8 -0.07 
9 -0.01 
10 0.24 
11 0.19 
12 0.11 
13 0.28 
14 0.28 
15 0.03 
16 -0.14 
17 0.22 
18 0.10 
Figure 42.  Target mean difficulty differences between experimental group and control group.  
Note: Negative numbers represent a situation in which was easier for the control group than the 
experimental group. 
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Linguistic Focus Atom Molecule 
Contradiction 0.04 0.04 
Contrasts among parallel 
phrases 0.06 -0.06 
True tag questions -0.07 -0.07 
Repetition questions 0.11 0.08 
Narrowing questions 0.15 0.20 
Choice questions 0.11 0.16 
Answer to a choice question 0.22 0.22 
New information 0.10 0.10 
Figure 43.  Linguistic focus mean difficulty differences between experimental group and control 
group.  Note: Negative numbers represent a situation in which was easier for the control group than 
the experimental group. 
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Task Atom Molecule 
Job search 0.04 0.04 
Preparing dinner 0.04 -0.09 
Office workers 
chatting 0.13 0.09 
Planning a get-
together 0.13 0.17 
Figure 44.  Task mean difficulty differences between experimental group and control 
group.  Note: Negative numbers represent a situation in which was easier for the control 
group than the experimental group. 
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Target 
#     
1 -0.06 
 
2 0.04 
3 -0.19 
4 -0.04 
5 -0.11 
6 -0.04 
7 0.13 
8 -0.35 
9 -0.13 
10 0.21 
11 0.06 
12 0.06 
13 0.28 
14 0.28 
15 -0.05 
16 -0.13 
17 0.15 
18 0.28 
Figure 45.  Target mean difficulty differences between the experimental group and the 
control group which were not required to take phase II.  Note: Negative numbers represent 
a situation in which was easier for the control group than the experimental group. 
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Linguistic Focus Atom Molecule 
Contradiction -0.06 -0.06 
Contrasts among parallel 
phrases -0.07 -0.13 
True tag questions -0.35 -0.35 
Repetition questions 0.04 0.02 
Narrowing questions 0.06 0.04 
Choice questions 0.09 0.02 
Answer to a choice question 0.15 0.15 
New information 0.29 0.29 
Figure 46.  Linguistic focus mean difficulty differences between the experimental group 
and the control group which were not required to take phase II.  Note: Negative numbers 
represent a situation in which was easier for the control group than the experimental group. 
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Task Atom Molecule 
Job search -0.06 -0.06 
Preparing dinner -0.08 -0.21 
Office workers 
chatting 0.05 0.09 
Planning a get-
together 0.13 0.09 
Figure 47.  Task mean difficulty differences between the experimental group and the 
control group which were not required to take phase II.  Note: Negative numbers represent 
a situation in which was easier for the control group than the experimental group. 
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Target 
#     
1 0.17 
 
2 0.05 
3 0.22 
4 0.13 
5 0.22 
6 0.13 
7 0.45 
8 0.27 
9 0.13 
10 0.33 
11 0.37 
12 0.22 
13 0.30 
14 0.30 
15 0.13 
16 -0.17 
17 0.32 
18 -0.12 
Figure 48.  Target mean difficulty differences between the experimental group and the 
control group which were required to take phase II.  Note: Negative numbers represent a 
situation in which was easier for the control group than the experimental group. 
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Linguistic Focus Atom Molecule 
Contradiction 0.17 0.17 
Contrasts among parallel 
phrases 0.20 0.05 
True tag questions 0.27 0.27 
Repetition questions 0.23 0.17 
Narrowing questions 0.29 0.42 
Choice questions 0.14 0.33 
Answer to a choice question 0.32 0.32 
New information -0.12 -0.12 
Figure 49.  Linguistic focus mean difficulty differences between the experimental group 
and the control group which were required to take phase II.  Note: Negative numbers 
represent a situation in which was easier for the control group than the experimental group. 
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Task Atom Molecule 
Job search 0.17 0.17 
Preparing dinner 0.21 0.05 
Office workers 
chatting 0.26 0.08 
Planning a get-
together 0.13 0.25 
Figure 50.  Task mean difficulty differences between the experimental group and the 
control group which were required to take phase II.  Note: Negative numbers represent a 
situation in which was easier for the control group than the experimental group. 
